
 

E-mail from David Prescott – Noise at the Middlebury Airport 

 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "David S. Prescott" <davidprescottvt@gmail.com> 
Date: September 4, 2022 at 10:27:44 AM EDT 
To: Christopher.Beitzel@vermont.gov 
Cc: "Delabruere, Daniel" <Daniel.Delabruere@vermont.gov>, "Boomhower, Michele" 
<Michele.Boomhower@vermont.gov>, "David S. Prescott" <davidprescottvt@gmail.com> 
Subject: Noise at Middlebury Airport 

Dear Mr. Beitzel (and by bcc, members of state and local government and media):  
 
Per the attached memo, I’m writing to inform you of some noise problems at the Middlebury Airport. 
During the night Thursday, August 25, 2022, we had an extended flyover of military helicopters that 
lasted for just under a half an hour, from roughly 8:40 to 9:10. The time frame is a bit shaky, as I was 
trying to sleep at the time in advance of an early work day the following morning. I use the term 
“flyover” loosely, since they actually hovered and flew over the area around the airport for so long. 
 
I’ve certainly noticed that military helicopters are common around 8:30 PM at the airport, particularly 
on Thursdays and many Tuesdays. Given that my family has a long tradition of military experience, I 
actually hate to have to bring all this to your attention. Nevertheless, we — and many others in the 
neighborhood — have noticed an escalation in the noise and length of these visits. 
 
In this instance, however, there was simply no escaping the noise. Closing windows, turning on fans, 
moving to the back of the house etc. were all ineffective. The nature of my family’s work is such that 
rest is everything. 
 
Of particular interest was that so many of us in the neighborhood heard this and were disturbed by it. I 
was interested to see that others emailed about it immediately afterward and was informed that at 
least one neighbor contacted a Select Board by email about it. Others have intended to. Some are 
scared of making matters worse. Many are simply exhausted by the current state of affairs at the 
airport. I feel I have no choice but to formally complain. 
 
Since East Middlebury is a thickly settled neighborhood, I ask that these operations be kept to earlier in 
the evening and for briefer periods of time. Again, I want to be a good neighbor and support our forces, 
but it has recently been too much.  
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
David Prescott 
781 Burnham Dr.  
Middlebury, VT, 05753 
davidprescottvt@gmail.com  


